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Together, Altran and Télécom ParisTech have inaugurated their latest project, fruit of a
10-year partnership — the school's Com'Num laboratory.
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Altran funded complete renovation of the facilities of
the digital-communications teaching laboratory, and
the purchase of some top-of-the-line equipment. One
example is the 60 GHz test bench, which will make
it possible to conduct experiments at very high fre-
quencies, 60 thousand times higher than DSL! This is
the very symbol of digital-technology development, so
important for the world of industry.

Altran CEQ Yves de Chaisemartin began the evening’s
proceedings. He was followed by Yves Poilane, direc-
tor of Télécom ParisTech, who stressed the importance
of partnerships between schools and businesses and
his desire to be as open as possible to them. The need
for schools to be on the cutting edge of innovation and
have the latest equipment, the importance of tech-
nology for student engineers, the kinship of teaching

and research —these and other concerns had spurred
Télécom ParisTech to form partnerships with compa-
nies, and especially with Altran.

Yves de Chaisemartin explained the benefits of an
association with academic research for a company
like Altran. He emphasized that the needs of industry
and knowledge derived from university research are
complementary. In its responsible role with respect
to the academic community, the company aims to
develop this prestigious partnership to the fullest.

Bruno Thedrez, head of Télécom ParisTech’s
Communications and Electronics department, and
Méhand Guiddir, chief technical officer of Altran
Telecoms & Media, took a more scientific view. They
defined digital communications, introducing the basic
principle and insisting on the need to develop research
now on a subject of boundless importance for the
future.

Next came the laboratory’s official inauguration. Yves
de Chaisemartin and Yves Poilane cut the symbolic
riobon and opened the Com’Num Altran Télécom
ParisTech laboratory. Professors and students pre-
sented measurement experiments. By varying trans-
mission conditions between an transmitter and a
receiver, they could help evaluate component quality
and design solutions to problems posed. During the
cocktail reception, guided tours allowed Altran con-
sultants, students, academic staff, members of the
press, and all others in attendance to take a look the
equipment funded by Altran.
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Greater involvement
in Belgian universities

Altran Belgium has strengthened its “campus teams”,
making them responsible for PR and communications
vis-a-vis the academic world. Their role now includes:
e increasing awareness among Belgian university
students of Altran as an employer

¢ positioning Altran as the major player in engineering
and innovation

o fostering “class spirit” within the company

and a competitive spirit between campus teams,

to help managers identify each year’s best talents.
There are seven campus teams, all showing great
adaptability and tenacity in chasing down their
objectives. Each is headed up by a “team leader”, who
keeps in contact with Altran and the academic world and
monitors the communications budget for the university.
Results have been very positive. We salute all of our
campus teams for their efforts and enthusiasm.

ALTRAN ITALY TOOK PART
N 2008 INTERNATIONAL
PLACEMENT eRCHANGE

Altran ltaly took part in the second edition of
BIP (Borsa Internationale del Placement), at
Villa Erba in Cernobbio (Lake of Como). The BIP
is an innovative event at the international
panorama of recruitment: a meeting point for
the players in the Campus Recruiting and
Placement market in order to exchange and
benchmark, interact and network.

There were approximately 100 companies and
100 universities, thirty of whom were foreign,
which made about 1500 one-to-one meetings.
Altran Italy was represented by Daniela Pala,
Head of Recruitment and Training. She took
part in activities such as meetings and
workshops on topics related to placements,
recruitment and employer branding, helped to
create and strengthen networking.
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THE GLOOMY PREDICTIONS OF DR, DOOM

The audience nearly broke out laughing. In 2006, when
Nouriel Roubini announced to a group of experts at
the IMF that the United States would soon be enter-
ing a deep recession, no one believed a word of it. So our
eminent economist took his prediction one step further: in
a few months, America would be hit by a real estate crisis,
intensified by an oil shock. Several investment banks would
fail; major home lenders would close their doors. Incredu-
lous, the experts present that day were quick to move on
to another topic. In that year’'s context of relative prosperity,
Roubini’s words seemed awfully dreary.

But by the summer of 2007, America’s economic outlook
began to cloud. That November, the former White House
economic adviser drove his point home in an article pub-
lished on his consulting firm’s website*: “/ now see the risk of
a severe and worsening liquidity and credit crunch leading to
a generalized meltdown of the financial system of a severity
and magnitude like we have never observed

before... Hopefully by now some folks at

the New York fed and at the Fed Board are

Starting to think about this most dangerous systemic financial
crisis that could emerge in the next year and what to do to
prepare for it.” A year later, the American Federal Reserve
and European financial institutions took action to avoid a
global stock market disaster. The systemic financial crisis
had emerged.

Since then, Roubini, who is 51 and fluent in five languages,
has been traveling the world to conferences and meetings
with leaders of the financial world. This newfound recogni-
tion — though only reasonable — was somewhat unexpected
for the Harvard graduate, who teaches at New York Univer-
sity. Why? As Roubini readily admits, he has a weakness for
popularizing, and as a result, only rarely includes mathemati-
cal formulae in his work...

Though he’s been dubbed “Dr. Doom” in the USA, Roubini
wouldn’t describe himself as a pessimist. One thing is certain
—nowadays, people are taking him seriously. Very seriously.

* Roubini Global Economics
www.rgemonitor.com



